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[71 The applicant Is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
m Ai ,th™ih, have been established and are transmitted herewith. 



Authority hi 

The IppS^eTflSSijSe ^ wtehe^to claims of the .nternational Application (see Rule 46): 

When'' The time limit lor filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
' international Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colomtettes 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fasclmile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
? HI The aoDlicant Is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
U Artlfe ?7(2)(a) to that . affect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herew.th. 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ the Drotest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
appSs revest to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
□ no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by m 
k,temattonal Bureau If the aoDlicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
^S^^X'S<KS^^ ^e international Bureau as provided in Rules 90«s.1 and 906&3. respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for International publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
InternaMonal Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Off ices ; unlessj an 
international preliminary examination report has been or Is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
"natoTmust be filed If me applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the pnonty 
datT In sOTe Offices even later)Totherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

in respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even If no demand is filed within 19 
months. 



See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, s 
Guide, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 
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European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 PatentJaan 2 
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Authorized officer 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/1SA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19. The 
■JLa^ra based « he requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulation, and the Adm.natratrve Instructions 
E£ Z ^""ZZSESLv between thesTNotes and those recrements, the latter -re arable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a pubhcaton of W1PO. 

... these Notes, -Article", "Rule", and "Section' refer to meprovisions ol the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to am.ndth. Mm* of ft. 
intemattonS application. It should however be emphasized that, since al parts of the i**™*™^**™^"™^ 
description and drawing.) may be amended during the international pr.lim.nary examination pra^re, there • usu^y 
nTnJSto file amendment, of the cairns unoV Article 1 9 exes* twrajre. 'J^^^^S^ ntXatJn 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claim, before intern an™ «i 
should be emphasized that provisional protection is available in acme State, only. 



What parte of the International application may t* 

Under Article 1 9, only the claim, may be amended. 

During the int.mat.onal phase, the claim, may also be amended (or further amended) under ArtideM before 
^International Preliminary Examining Authority. The ascription and drawing, may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

parts of the international application may be amended under Article 28 



When? Within 2 month, from the date ot transmittal of the international search report or 1 ( 

date, whichever time limit expire War. It should r^ted, how^.thrt the amer^ 
as havino been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
^S^e iSuVbetor. the completion of the techmcaj preparation, for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 

Where not to tile the amendments? 

The amendment, may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 



A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claim, which, on account of an amendment oi 
amendment., differ, from the sheet originally (Med. 

All the claim, appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numeral., 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claim, is required. In all caae. where claim, are I 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instruction., Section 205(b)). 

must be made in the language In which the International application la to be published. 



Latter (Section 205(b)): 



The latter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 1 9(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant However, If the language of the 
International application I. EngU.h, the letter must be In English; If the language of the international application 
Is French, the tetter must be In French. 



Note, to Form PCT/IS A/220 (first sheet) (January 1994) 
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(day/month/year) 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 

(daylmonXhJyear) 10/09/2004 



Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 



The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 



Thelppllcant is Tntitled, If he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal ol [the 
international Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chernin des Co'omtettes 

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fascimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 
2 PI The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and mat the declaration under 
U Article 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the international Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 
3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

n the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau ^to^er wim the 
L — 1 applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
□ no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4 " Sh^ter the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by me 

international Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone pubiication a notice of J«<dnro. 0 t^%™T£LtoeW 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach me International Bureau as provided In Rules 90tos.1 and 90b/s.3, respectively, 
before the completion of me technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on me written opinion of th< ' International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices ^n^ssi an 
international preliminary examination report has been or Is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
me public but not before me expiration of 30 months from me priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for internal] onal [Preliminary 
^aminatioTmusf be .filed if me applicant wishes to postpone me entry into me national phase until 30 months from the pnonty 
Sn some Offices even later? otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from me priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into me national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even If no demand is filed within 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about me applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's 
Guide, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of me International Searching Authority 

r%r European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 

^jift NL-2280 HV Rljswijk 
Q)n Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
gy Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Paul Faux 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instruction, concerning the filing of amendments "^.^Jf™* to _ 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instructions 
™" th^ "eS" oaTof discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are appear*, For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a pubhcabon of WIPO. 

these Notes, 'Article-, "Rule*, and 'Section" reterto the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
internal application. It should 3 however be emphasized that, since ail parts of the lrt ^»^^ te f»" 
description and drawings) may be amended during the international I preliminary exammat on pro^re there » usually 
no need to file amendments of the claim, under Article 19 except where, e g the ap^.ca^twante the latter to £ ^»hed 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before international pbulication. 
Furthen^reT* should be emphasized that provisional protection is available in some States only. 

What parte of the International application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the international application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applicable. Article 41 . 

Whan? Within 2 month, from the date of transmittal of the international "^report or 1 6 _month. ^™ the, oriority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendment, will be considered 
as having been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the exprat.on of the 
applicable time limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 



w claims or by amending the text of 



Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more r 
one or more of the claims as filed. 



All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a daim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required In all cases where claims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the International application Is to be published. 



Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The tetter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 1 9(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)"). 



a be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant However, if the language of 
- n Is English, the letter must be In English; if the language of the m«— »■*<«• 



is French, the tetter must be In French. 
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Mit under artlcto 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 
mtomaybaai 



sirs, 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
9364/DW 


FOR FURTHER 

ACTION aswe " 


see Form PCT/ISA/220 
as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 


International filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/US2004/029806 


10/09/2004 


17/09/2003 


Applicant 






THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 





This international Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 , sheets. 

[x] it is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language In which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
J this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 
b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

fx| the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as It appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this International search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

. With regards to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. Is 

fx] as suggested by the applicant. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the Invention. 

b. | | none of the figures Is to be published with the abstract. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/US2004/029806 



//B65H18/28 

ig to International Patent Classification (IPG) or to both nalional classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A47K B65H D21F B31F D21H 



Documentation searched other th 



cumentation to the extent that such documents are im 



in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (na 

EPO-Internal , PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 5 143 776 A (GIVENS EDWARD J) 
1 September 1992 (1992-09-01) 
the whole document 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 1997, no. 09, 
30 September 1997 (1997-09-30) 
& JP 9 122038 A (SOUMA AKIHIT0), 

13 May 1997 (1997-05-13) 
abstract 

CH 689 482 A (TELA PAPIERFABRIK AG) 

14 May 1999 (1999-05-14) 

column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 26; 
figure 8 



1-4,7,8, 
10 



1-4,7,8, 
10 



□ 



Further documents are listed in 



° Special categories of cited 



it defining the general state of the 
considered to be of particular relevance 
" earlier document but published on or after t! 
filing date 

• document which may throw doubloon 



•V later document published after the international filing dale 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 

■X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 



O" document referring to 



document member of the SB 



al completion of the 



16 December 2004 



Date of mailing of the international se 

29/12/2004 



an Patent Office, P.B. 5818 P; 
NL - 2280 HV Rljswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 


International I 
PCT/US2 


Application No 

JU't/ u^ytsuo 


Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


US 5143776 A 

ip qi ??rnft A 
CH 689482 A 


01-09-1992 CA 2069174 Al 25-12-1992 
my Q?n^?nd fll 01-01-1993 

13- 05-1997 NONE 

14- 05-1999 CH 689482 A5 14-05-1999 
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[ Applicant's or agent's file reference 

| see form PCT/ISA>220 



Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) see form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2004A29806 



International Patent Classification (IPC) c 
B65H19/29, A47K10/16 



International filing date {day/month/year) 
10.09.2004 



both national classification and IPC 



Priority date (day/monthfyaar) 
17.09.2003 



Applicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

El Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

I3 Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

® Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

El Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



I Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("I P E A") . However this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notrfed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1 Ws(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited to 

submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 

months from the date of mailing of Form PCTASA520 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pnorrty date, 

whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



| Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 

Pollet, D 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-7516 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2004/029806 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3 □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



International application No. 
PCT/US2OO40298O6 



Box No. II Priority 



1 . El The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43£>/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2 □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43<b/s.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3 □ It has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim because a copy of the priority document 

was not available to the ISA at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1). This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-10 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-10 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects In the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



International application No. 
PCT/US2004/029806 



Box No. Vlll Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether t 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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International application No. 
PCT/US2004/029806 



The following documents are referred to in this communication: 
D1 : US-A-5 1 43 776 

D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1 997, no. 09, 30 September 1 997 & JP- 

A-9 1 22038 
D3: CH-A-689 482 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

V.1 Lack of novelty 

1 . The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 , 9 and 10 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

reclaims 1 and IPj 

Document D1 discloses (see Fig. 1 ) a multi-ply product (10) comprising a multi-ply 
fibrous structure (12, 14) having a core end and a tail comprising a tail end, wherein 
the tail of the multi-ply fibrous structure comprises a consumer accessible tab (16). 

Note that also documents D2 and D3 (see e.g. Fig. 8) substantially disclose the 
subject-matter of claims 1 and 10. 

re claim 9: 

Document D1 discloses a method for making a multi-ply product, wherein the multi- 
ply product comprises a consumer accessible tab, the method comprising the steps 
of: providing two or more plies of fibrous structure (1 2, 14), wherein each of the two 
or more plies of fibrous structure comprises a tail end and a core end; binding the two 
or more plies of fibrous structure together at and/or proximal to their respective tail 
ends in a face-to-face relationship; ply bonding the two or more plies of fibrous 
structure together from their tail end to their core end to form a multi-ply fibrous 
structure (col. 7, 1. 39-52), and severing the multi-ply fibrous structure in the cross- 
machine direction such that a portion of the consumer accessible tab precursor is on 



Form PGT/Separate Sheet/237 (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2004/029806 



one or both sides of the severing line (col. 7, 1. 53 to col. 8, 1. 2). 

2. Dependent claims 2-8 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

re c'qim 2: 

The multi-ply structure (10) according to D1 is freely, convolutely wound from the core 
end out to the tail end to form a rolled multi-ply product (col. 8, 1. 1 -2). 

re claims 3 and 7: 

The consumer accessible tab according to D1 comprises two plies (12, 14) of the 
multi-ply fibrous structure bonded (16) together. Note that document D3 discloses a 
multi-ply product wherein the at least two plies (1 a, 1 b) are bonded (2) together in the 
cross machine direction. 

re claim 4; 

The at least two plies of multi-ply fibrous structure are bonded together by adhesive 
(col. 4, I. 27 to col. 5, I. 22). 

re claims 5-6: 

The consumer accessible tab extends from the tail end of the multi-ply fibrous 
structure along the multi-ply fibrous structure towards the core end of the multi-ply 
fibrous structure. 

re claim 8; 

The multi-ply product comprises a sanitary tissue product (col. 1 , 1. 9-14). 
V.3 Industrial applicability 

Since it appears that the claimed invention can be made or used in a technological 
sense in industry, the claimed invention appears to have industrial applicability within 
the meaning of Article 33(4) PCT. 
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Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1-D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 

The description is not in conformity with the claims as required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iii) 
PCT. 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (e.g. document D1 ) being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

Contents of documents should normally not be "incorporated by reference" (cf. p. 3, 
1. 1 6) unless it is essential to satisfy the requirements of Article 5 PCT (see also the 
PCT Guidelines, 4.26). 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 1 , 
5-6 and 1 0 are not clear. 

The term multi-ply fibrous structure used in claim 1 is vague and unclear and 
leaves the reader in doubt as to whether each layer of the structure comprises 
several plies or whether the "rolling" of single layers forms the multi-ply 
structure. Further, claim 1 is not supported by the description as its scope is 
broader than justified by the description and drawings. Indeed, the tail of the 
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multi-ply fibrous structure comprises a consumer accessible tab. Yet, the tab is 
specifically formed in that two or more plies of fibrous structure are bonded 
together at and/or proximal to their respective tail ends in a face-to-face 
relationship (see claim 9). Finally, from the wording of claim 1 it is unclear 
whether the multi-ply product is a rolled product considering that a core end and 
tail end are defined. 

Claim 5 is identical to claim 6. 

Claim 10 defines the use of a consumer accessible tab. Yet, the claim does not 
define how to use it or what it is used for. 
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